CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART

A valiant knight, well skilled in war 5

My lord, Sir Dreux d'Amiens,35 came,

For wealth and prowess blown to fame;                               4,J+0

A knight named William de Mello,36

Whom I admire, arrived also;

The count of Perche,37 too, who deprived

Himself of everything, arrived;

And with the Frenchman there returned

The marquis, as I truly learned.

But why should I enumerate

Them all? No man of high estate

There was in France who did not fare

To Acre, intent to do his share.                                               4,550

The king of France, therefore, with all

The Christian forces at his call,

Brought his retainers to the host

From Easter until Pentecost; 38

Then England's king, who with firm hand

Had taken Cyprus, reached the land.39

because of his great bravery. (Roger of Hoveden, III, 93-94.,) William appears fre-
quently throughout the Qutllaume h MarechaL
35 Dreux d' Amiens was one of the nobles sent as envoy by Philip to Richard in 1191
(Rpger of Hoveden, III, 123).
36 William de Mello accompanied Dreux d' Amiens as envoy to Richard 5 he had
been one of Philip's envoys to Genoa to arrange for the passage. He is mentioned fre-
quently in both Rigord and the Guillaume le Marechal. (Cartellieri, p. 119.)
37 Rotrou II, count of Perche 1144-91, who had been given the castle of BeUeme by
Henry II. He died at the siege of Acre. He was the husband of Mahaut, sister of Henry
the Liberal of Champagne, and was thus uncle to Count Henry.
38 Philip arrived at Acre on April 20, 1191 (Beha ed Din, p. 2405 Ibn al Athir, p.
1815 Roger of Hoveden, III, 100). Rigord (p. 108) says March 13 and Ralph of
Diceto (p, 92) says Easter the 12 Kalends of April! He stayed until August i (Itinera-
rium, p. 239; Roger of Hoveden, III, 126). Easter was April 14, Pentecost on June 2.
39 Richard arrived June 8, 1191 (Roger of Hoveden, III, 113 ; Ralph of Diceto, II,
94 j Ibn al Athir, p. 425 lAnerarmm^ p. 211).